


At the ACLU of Nevada, we 

work to defend and advance 

the civil liberties and civil 

rights of all Nevadans via 

public engagement, public 

policy, and strategic 

litigations for the betterment 

of our community. 
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“The Constitution’s Eighth Amendment serves many important functions, but it does 

not authorize federal judges to wrest those rights and responsibilities from the 

American people and in their place dictate this Nation’s homelessness policy.”

“The Eighth Amendment  provides  no guidance to ‘confine’ judges in 

deciding what conduct a State or city may or may not proscribe.”

https://plus.lexis.com/document/midlinetitle/?lashepardsid=1cd57f83-11f6-4565-bef0-61764b7b55db-1&shepardsrowid=sr5&shepardsnavaction=midlinetitle&pdmfid=&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fcases%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6CC1-PR33-RTJY-63P4-00000-00&pdcomponentid=6443&prid=f09685b9-bae1-482c-b111-35810ab83f71&toplinedocrequestid=408efd93-65f7-467e-b469-7ba9ea37252d&pdpeersearchid=56fdba62-7cdd-45ad-8f08-1ad0f10ae72c-1&crid=12a8148e-55f3-46dc-a8b9-aec749140dd5


“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 

excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 

unusual punishments inflicted.”

Ninth Circuit: Punishing people for acts they are compelled to take due to 

their status violates the Eighth Amendment.

U.S. Supreme Court: The Eighth Amendment governs the types of punishments 

that can be imposed, but it does not restrict which acts can be criminalized.





Capacity: 604 





A study done by 

the Vera Institute of 

Justice shows that 

Clark County has 

increased the jail 

budget by 36% since 

the fiscal year of 

2011

FY 2011

Annual Cost Per 

Incarcerated Person

$65,181

FY 2021

Annual Cost Per 

Incarceration Person 

$100,560
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